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In this year of 1985, when the Grenadler Quards Band of which I was once
Mrector of Muslo celebrates its 300th annlversary, the 25th anniversary
of the Charles Church Camberley Band may seem to call for l1ilttle in the
way of notlee. But as anyone in the musleal world knows 1t is the first
25 years of the formation, training, achleving a standard of performance
and guality of memberahip and, above all, maintaining the enthuslasm and
loyalky of that memberahip which are the moat difficult.

Once that nueleus of a band has been formed and moulded there is then a
need For a regular influx of new playera, praferably young people,
learning from the older and more experlenced players and, in thelr turn,
growing older and wiser In the service of that band.

S0 it i3 with much pleasure that T am, from time to time, able to ohserve
this nabtural evolutlon taking place in the band of which I have the
privilege to be the Patron, aided by the wise counsel and muslcal guidance
of 1ta bandmaster and senlor members, the enthusiasm of the young and, of
ecourae, the overall stability made possible by Its supporters and the
generoslty of ita sponsor, Charlea Church.

Congratulatlions to all on the Firat btwenty=five, May there be sany more

yeara of happy musle making to come.

o f

Lt. Col. Rodney Baahford, 0.B.E. (Eneller Hall)

Patron



1 waa surprised to realise that the band will have been iln exiatence for
25 yeara in November 1985 and, in looking back, ore wonders where all
those years have gone.

I was not ona of its orlginal members, Lut jolned as a playlng member
early in 1961, In 1959, I had given up playing owlng to pressure of work
and 1t was bwo yeara later that Mr Hughes approached me and offered me the
presidensy of the band. I accepted this honour and started once again to
play the cornet as a full member of the band. After 15 happy years of
banding, my doctor ordered me te step playlng, and my offer then to resign
as President waz not accepted.

The atmoaphere of the band L3 & very happy one, largely due to the Musical
Director and Conductor, Mr Gerallt Hughes, who has the happy knack of

getting the bast out of people. To my knowledge, he has taught well over
100 young pecple, and qulite a few older, to play an Instrument which, over
the years, haa had the making of a comradeablp ln the band second Lo none.

Haturally, young people grow up, find other interests and give up playing,
others move away and some skay; but nearly all who are baught an
instrunent have a better underatanding and appreciation of musie in all
its forms.

Mr Hughes cares greatly about the wellare of the band's personnel. His
kindneas, help and visitationa to all members in Limes of illness has
alwaya been scmething that has helped to bind the band inte a friendly
community. His musielanshlp and ability as a cornet player is of the very
baat and one would have a difficult task in finding a person to take his
place and do such excellent work. At this point, T feel it @y privilege,
on behalf of the membera of the band, to say "Thank you very much,

Mr Hughes, for all the love and hard work you have put inte this band to
make it the success that 1t 13, Long may you reign in the positicn that
you hold, and may we never forget what you hawve done®.

We are honoured to have, as our Patron, Lt. Col. Rodney Bashford, 0.B.E.
{Eneller Hall), formerly Director of Muaic of the Grenadfer Guards Band,

and privileged to have him ocecaslonally conduct the band at concerts,

We are alao glad to have a very "Speclal Friend of the Band” by Lthe name
of Mr Jimmy Savile, 0.8.E., K.C.5.0., who tries to visit us at least once



a year to open and akttend the annual ‘Camberley Organisations Quality
Fair'. lle generally takes up the baton ko conduct the band while he's

there,

The Quality Falr, organised entirely by the band {(and the bralnchild of
our Prealdent - Ed.) gives local charitlea the opportunity to have a atall
In the Cliviec Hall, thus combining to make a large falr, uaually on a
Saturday in June. This failr is now in its 15th year and has been the
meana of collecting many thousanda of pounda for local charitles.

Those who have known the band for many years will probably wonder why the
name was changed to the Charles Church Camberley Band. In 1983, Charles
Chureh Developments Limibed became the band'a sponsor, benelitblng the
band Cinanclally and practleally. We now have new uniforms and several

new Inatruments, thanks to the genercalty of Mr Church.

The band's officeras serve it loyally, and mention should be made
eapeclially of Mr George Clarke, a founder member and the band's treasurer
from the outseb, who has glven hls servicea freely, willingly and with a
ready smlle; alsc of our asecretary, Mr John Roberts, who, with the aupport
and help of his wife, J111, has worked hard for the band since 1982 in
thia buay office: and of all the membera of the band committes For thelr
varied and valuable aervice. We are also gratefui to the Camberley
Methodiat Chureh who, for several years now, have allowed us to make thelr

Central Hall our bandroom.

May the next 29 yeara [ind ua posslbly wlth our own bandroom, so bhat
members can come any night for practice, which will help ws bulld an aven
batter band; but let us not forget that this i{s a band with a family
aplrit - not for what we can get out of 1t, but for what we can put into
1E.

Happy Banding to you all!l

J(/f"’""
David Maraon
Presldent



CAMDERLEY & DISTRICT SILVER BAND
- CHARLES CHURCH CAMBERLET BAND
1960-1

Juat a Few Memorlea

1960

1362

1964

1965

Nov = Formabtion of band under Gerallt Hughea = dark atreeta = gasa
lighting -~ carolling huddled round tilley lamp - George Clarke and
Frank Poaton cyeling From Sandhurat with thelr Lnatruments on
thelr backsa.

1at Prize Hove - Major Thirtle patron - David Marscon prealdent -
E [ Beck secretary.

Harry Hinea introduces batteries and bulba for lyres - many
conkest successes - near panic as a barrel of torches [lare up
next to the band In the toerchlight procesaion.

Band Cete at Kingaclear,

Concert with college band at Bishops Otter College, Chichester
{Major Jaegar).

Band film attalns distinetion at Amateur Film Featival in Lendon.

Top 'Ca' now easler, low plteh adopted (AYHO) - band form cholr

for evening rehearszal - broadcast from St Michael's Church.

5. Countles Quartets ete very successaful - Lt. Cel, Jaegar becomes
patron of the band = 7 Contest awards and upgrading to 3rd Secticn
- 'A" Quartet championa of 5. Counties and London Home Countiea,

Town Twinning Sucy-en-Orle in France.
T2t Quality Fair - Lt. Col. Bashford, ©.B,E., becomez our patron.

'A' Quartet Gth at Oxford (Champlonship of Great Britain contest)
- delegates to Bletighelsm Town Twinning.



Perform Ln "Hello Dolly™ (7 nlghtal.

We faced a deluge at the beginning of the Camberley Carnlval - win
3rd Sectlon Reading.

He march the Wembles to Harveya (A & W) - carolling changed [rom

Fifteen evenlngs to aix.

Thanka to John Roberts, Jimmy Savile 0.8.E. attends our Quality
Falr - firat viait to folk dance at Bath Univeralty.

Jigmy Savile walks from Land's End to London - Kennelb and Avon
boat trip - aweltering fete at Weatfleld's €. J. School.

Folk Danece at Cecil Sharpe House {London) - one hundred tunes
(aponsored!) - Queen's Silver Jubllee Concert.

Band and Youth play in Camberley Shopplng Cenlre - Cap and Muffler
evening with Jimmy Savile 0.B.E. {ple and mushy peas).

Basingatoke Canal Trip.

Four of our young players appear on "Jim'1ll Fix It" - Lt, Col,
Bashford 0,B.E, retires from Kneller Hall = Ken Thomas Dody
Scanner Coneert ralsed EN0Q,

Year of the Disabled town centre concert ralsed £228.

First visit to Pontins playing "The Shipbullders™ - concert for
Creen Jackets bomb tragedy wlbth Watohetts= School Chole.

After 22 yeara of devoted service Ted Beck reaslgna (rom the
secretarlal post - John Aoherts becomes the new secrebtary -
aponaorshlip by Charles Church Developments Limlted glvea us a
weloome boost - afbter spending a week wp a btree (for charily)
Peter Wickhaa of the White Hart gels back Le terra flrma to the
strains of our susic - Gulldlford Cathedral fete - three Fridaya at
Army Cadet Tralnlng Centre.



1984 Concert with Ravenacote © M School Cholr in ald of Doga for Lhe
Blind - Bletighelo/Bissingsn Accordian Band visit (4 daya) - South
Hart Whit Monday fete, marches and church aerviee ete, for the
first time - played at Charles Church Eaq's reaidence on a

Baturday and Sunday.

1585 Played In marques for Charles Church's staff lunch - John Roberts

fixes Jimmy Savile to present a allver salver bto marathon runner
Peter Hull (disabled) - enter our first entertalnment conteat -
vizlt to Wisley Oardens - Concert with Watehetts C M School in aid
of Frimley Park Hospltal.

Gerallt Hughes
Bandmaster

The Queat for Funds

ks the only Treasurer the band has ever known, I am very grateful to the

supporters who, over the yeara, have worked so hard to Increase cur funds.

We started off with an emply purse s¢ 1t was agreed that all our adult
members should pay one shilling (5p) a week and children sixpence (2}p) to
cover bLhe rent due for an evening's rehearsal at S5t Mary's Hall, situated

opposite Watchetta Road.

Then came our first Christmas - a bold effort indeed, as were the many
following yeara, when, in apite of anocw, raln, hall and Crozen roads, we
trouped the dark streets for fifteen nights of glorious(?) carcl playing.

Mr Hughes, who tralned a School Band at Mytchett, played carols with them
for two hours before joining cur band carclling. He then had to pump up a
Tilley lamp and arrive on tlme, with his wife tumbling out of the car
clutching the pole and la=p.



Mr Ted Beck and Mra Beck were also atalwarts throughout those years and

were backed by obther dedicated collectors, Including Mrz P Smith,

Then followed years of Jumble sales, collections, engagements and one
aolitary fete held at Kingsclear In 1964 which ralsed E340, and these
enabled the band to build uwp Lta library, lnstrument and uniform funds,

Anobther great asset to Lhe band was the Quality Falr, the brainchild of Mr
David Marason, which has continued to [lourlsh under our present secretary,
Mr John Roberts, who, together with his wife, has organlaed such highly
succesaful fund-ralzers that the band has managed to buy many new
inatruments.

In latter years we owe a debt of gratitude to Charles Church Developments
Limited for its generous sponzorahip which has eased our financial

burdens; but our own efforts alao must continue to salntain atandards,

The following figures may be of interest to you:-

1. To equip a band £2,500,00 £40, 000,00
with fnatrumenta (1960} (1580)
2 Collections - Christmas Carols £123.81 £3177.40
(1541 {19843
3. Rent feor cne evenlng £0.374 £10.00
(1950) {1984 )
4, Engagement Fee £10.00 £50-£80
(1963} (1980}
5. Jumble Sale E3L. 60 £100.00
{1961} (1383)
6. Bandroom Raffle £E0.90 £T.00
(1962} (1984 )

George Clarke

Treasurer



Silence Pleasel

When the band started In 1960 we were [ortunate engugh to obtaln some old
mugle from the Fleet Town Band, which included a number of merches and

items which sulted the small combinatlon of the band at that time.

The firat item the band played was the hymn bune "Ablde with Me™ and thia
was followed by a march with the rather long and Inkereating title "The
Captain of the Fire Brigade {introducing 'The Driver of the 8.15')",

This became very popular with the band during thoase early daya. Another
iten was a one-step called "Let's A1l Be a Happy Family™ which ecould well
have been an omen for the band's future. Strangely enough, too, there
was a march dedicated to the RMA called “"Sandhurst® by J A Gresnwood. AL
thia time the band waa alao indebted to a Mr € E F Wood from Worthing who
wrote out a lot of music For us (i.e. manuserlipt coplesl.

The firat Christmas proved a great help to the content of the library for,
after 15 nights of carol playing, the band had managed to collect a
reagonable amount of money which enabled them to purchase some high
standard brass band susie, Including selections from the musical comedies,
Gilbert and Bullivan, ballads of the day and eapecially the ever popular
musie of Erie Ball,

Today the band's library contalins over one thousand ltems, inoluding some
of the great classleal aymphonles, overtures, suites, ballets and merches,
bealidea innumerable solos for various instruments - music for all tastes.

Times have changed silnce the early days of the band and the concert
repertolre of the brass band 1s considerably different, for a great number
of eminent composera are flooding the market with contemporary music for
brass bands in the medern idiom, both classical and, indeed, "Rock/Pop™l

We are keeplng up with the times and present our audlences with a varisty
of susle to sult all tastes from our library which must be the envy of
many banda.

The band's music 13 listed on computer so that the 'print-out' can be used
for the library index and can be conatantly updated as new muzle i3 added,

Nigel Winter
Librarian



Memories of a Founder Member

Finding mysell now the oldest member of the band (75 yeara of age), I will
canfllne my conbtribution to the old days. I wonder 1f a few unrehearased
"happeninga™ might be of intereat?

At our first practice in 1960, when our membership totalled aeven, wWe met
at 5t Mary's Hall, having obtalned instruments from the defunct Fleet
Band, after applylng bto buy them thanks to the then oldest member, Mp Bill
Soane. How well I remember Mr George Clarke being given what we thought
was an E Bass but after a very e-barraaalni performance of "Ablde with
He" we discovered this to be an old single B® Pasa. After being glven
the proper part ler this, we continued lp hargony and "Ablde with Me®
regained its elegance. My own inakrument, a rather dented euphonius,
after the removal of some very obstinate slides and a couple of dead
apiders, seemed to work prekty wall,

Our first Cund-ralsing effart, however, was a huge success. I believe the
entrance fee was 3d. My wife made cakes which sold for 2d and Jennifer
{now Mpa Cherry)}, whoe had much to do with arganlsing this grand affalr,
put me in charge of what i3 known as "menswear”. 1 remember genta' ties
selling alewly at 6di thease T reduced to half-price and ssld the lok.

Another mesory, bthis one at Kingsclear Fete, when we ware jolned by St
Sebastians Band for a massed bands concert, During the last {tem,

Mr John Bird, then our principal trombone player, dropped hia i natrument ,
ran and jumped Into a nearby lily-pond, fishing out a yelling toddler who
had fallen in. Alter our cheering, he continued playlng buk, as the smell
of stagnant water pervaded Lhe area, we noticed that no=-oneé was sliting
very near our hero!

Then there was my own watery experience. One very 2old winter nlght bhe
band was holding a concert at the Civie Hall, Camberley. This had not
long been Bullt and I was not acquainted with its 'landscaping'. It was a
very dark night and, as I walked across to the brightly 1it maln entrance,
what I thought was new shining paving was, in fackt, a frozen-over lake.
One slip onto this and, with a orash of broken lce, in I went and the baas
I was carrying sunk! Tt's not a deep lake, but guite deep enough at that
temperature and, as I retrieved my fnstrument from Lta murky deptha, I

remembered our Bandmaster's advice - "Make sure you blow any water out of



your inatrument before a performance™ - norsally a stmple procedure but,
ot this pecazlon, more difflceult, as [t amounted to about 3 gallona, to
say nothing of a ew water=1ily roots!

Yet another memory ...... This occurred on the Band's trip to France. We
played at a palatial hall near Parls and postersa for the concert indicated
that we should be sharing the programme with lady dancera. We assumed, I
think, that our perforpancea would be separate {tema, but found ourselves
all on atage together and, although 1t was a very big atage, with a full
band and a large troupe of ladies attired in 1Bth century costumes
complete with erinolines, it was, to say the least, thlckly populated.
The band dld Lts blt then hurried to the wings aa the ladies took the
stage. On this oocaslon I was using the bass drum and, rushing to the
winga, accidentally caught a lady's bustle with it., This at once
tranaferred her bustle from ita proper place at her back to a rather
undlgnified one In front! Whether she undersiood my stammered apology T
shall never know, but I sti1ll hate to think what could have happened 1f

our collision had been even more vioclent!

One cannot look back over 25 years without some serious thought and so, in
cloaing, I pay btribute to four old members who have been called to a
Higher Service. They are Bill Scane, Bob Bunton, Jim Haw and Ted Beck -
all great Bandsmen and good Frienda.

Among those "atill in business™ it must be Happy Annlversary for Mr "Dave”
Marscn, our president, who has worked so hard for the band, and for

Hr "Gerry" Hughes, our Bandmaater, who haa brought us from our humble
beginnings to the band we are today,

Aa the current oldest member, a posibien only "bestowed' (I nearly aaid
“inflicted”) on me by the passage of time, I would llke to pay tribute
fimally to all the very young, the young and the 'not ao young' - the boys
and girla, mma and dads, fellow Bandsmen and Bandswomen who have, in =0
many waya, helped to bulld the Charles Church Camberley Band, of which I
am proud and happy to be a member.

Good Luck.

Frank Poaton



Aa a founder member loocking back over the laal 25 years I am amazed at the
tremendous amount of wonderful experiences that have been packed into
those yeara. I was, lor example, tha Clrat female to compete at the Solo
Champlonahip of Great Britalm Contest at Oxford - my persconal “blow" [or
the Female sex. I have always been fortunate to be a solo hern player and
tegether with Alan and Davld Beck and a number of changlng 2nd Cornet
players have been the privileged member of a quartet which has been the

moat consisbently successful quarlel in the whole of Soubhern England.

I have found that even on holldays we are blessed with the pleasures of
brass banda, In 1968 whilat on holiday at Cowain Bob's place in Canada
with my husband Michael we were baken on a brlp bto BulTaloe, USA, and
there had the pleasure of playing with a group of Hungarliana. Then later
to our delight we were introduced to Eric Ball who wasa vialilng Danforth
Salvakion Army Cltadel.

The followlng year brought us anobher surpriase visil {rom Cousln Bob who
entered our bandrocm a3 we were rehearsipg "A=zerlcan Sketches" by Erle

Balll Incldentally we won Uth prize on it in the Hatlonal Flnals.

I have changed a 1ittle (rom thoae days, now having two keen children In
the band and so to compensate [ have changed ey instrument to a alighbly
larger one - & baritons, In anocther 25 years time T might even be a bans

player - I hope not as I am already exhausted earrying drum kits around!

Jenniler Cherry

EEAAR
Photo
Faclng Topt The Band's Cirst contest, Hove, 1961

Botbtom; Camberley Carnival proceaslon, 1966
Overleal Top: Wembley Contest, 1969
Bottom: Band membera 1in 1978
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The band now boasts 27 membera .... Family links are very

prominent ...iicissnns

Among the top three bands of its class in the South - that's
the atatus the Camberley and District Silver Band won, along
with a trophy and £7 money prize, at the area champlonships ak

London's Seymour Hall.

The band now has a membership of 30 - § of them are women,

Camberley Silver Band has gone from strength te strength in
the paat 5 yeara, and its members are now the proud holdera of

3 cups won in open competltlon at Hove.

«ses Band has just lald ocut E£200 to keep up with current
trends to convert all their instruments to standard pltch - no
pean feat for on cutfit which thrivea purely on 1ts own

el Tarts.

. musie la atill a Cinderella aubject in achools .... muais
can carry the day at Harveat Festlwals, Carol Services, Open
Days ,... what a tremendous part it plays in peocple’'s lives!

"The top band in fts elasa™ - .., at the London and Southern
Counties reglonal qualifying fipals .... at Wembley. FPlaying
Lthe test pilece "Pebite Sufte de Ballet™, the band - in
competltion with 11 othera - acored 177 pointa cut of a
poaaible 200,

wsss Just started speelal Jjunlior rehearsals for the youngstera
who want bto join the band.

Aa a result of its success thia year in the fourth section of
the National Brasa Dand Champlonships, the Camberley and

DMstriet Sllver Band has been regraded to third section,



The Banding Year

The banding year atarts with a Clurry of paperwork and a heetle rush to
get playera reglatered with the London and Home Counties and Southern
Counties Brasas Band Asscclatlons. Obtalning signatures from 95% of the
membera usually takes a ocouple of rehearsal nights but getting the
remaining 5% out of thelr Christmas hibernation iz quite a task. The
situation 13 not helped by a certain percussionlst who will Insist on
aigning fin the space reserved for second cornel players. Hia parents will
never fully appreciate the trouble they have caused by glving thelr two
offspring christian names which start with the same letter, but then he is
the type who would cause me trouble 1f he had a unique name.

Over the years a number of innovations have been Introduced, designed, I
am assured, to streamline the asystem, but which always seem ta end up
giving band secretaries more paperwork. Thia year Lt is the need to
provide algned passport photographs for each player reglabered nationally.
If my experience of the varylng quallty of the do=fteyourself booth
photographs 1a anything te go by, I may be on a winner in the blackmail
atakes - the going rate this year La 50p for band funds or 1'11 show them

around!

With all the reglstration problems out of the way the next taak is to sort
aut the Band's entries [op the Southern Counties Quartet and Ensemble
Compatition. This is an event at which the Band haa a proud record over
many yeara. Mot only have prizes been won in all age sectleons and the
tblue riband' classes, but the support given to the competition has been

second to none.

This ceonteat has probably given more young players thelr Cirst taste of
competitive playing {and often of playing in publie for the firat time}
than any other event, The atrains of "Clouds and Sunshine™, “Golden
Sanda®™ apd many other clasale junlor gquartet pleces will remaln as vivid
memorles of past successes and occaslonal disappointmenta. The atmoaphere
is great and 1t i3 a Joy to see parents and non-players glving thelr
encouragement and aupport.

With thoughts of compstition in mind, early Harch comes round all too
goon. Additlonal rehearsals are hurriledly arranged in preparation for the
Area Contest at Wakford. Gone are the days when we would compete agalnat



1% or so other bands and the whole process was over In half a day. S3uch
has been the explosion in the number of entries in recent years that it
now bakes 3 full days of contesting to complete the programme for all
sections, Entriea ln the Fourth and Third aectlona have scared and one of
the blg dreads la to have to report at scme unearthly hour in the morning
only to find that I have picked a late draw, as band number 30 or
thereabouts.

Over recent years our participation im full band contesta has been bwice
or threa times per year. However, during this year we entered ocur first
Entertalnment Conteat where programme content and deportment are assessaed
along with playlng skilla. Thils proved a mest enjoyable experdienca with
the Band not only putting up a good performance but alasc leooking smart and
discelplined, Disaster nearly struck but we were fortunate that the
adjudicator waa alightly colour blind and falled Lo notice that socks of a
different shade were worn by that certaln percusslonist. Okl he i3 &

burden to mel!

In addition to band conteats a amall group of players cospete in varloua
loeal and Band Assoelatlion solo compebtiticns., This givea excellent
experlience (and ensures that they practise). There is a long hiatory of
outatanding suocesses and the band has produced loecal, reglonal and
national prizewlnnera, Competition days are long and involve much
travelling but all this is forgotten when playera glve good performances
and enter into the spirit of the day. The aupport glven by the group to
thoae competbing has been an outatanding feature and rarely has the Band'a
name nob been lncluded in the prizes abt the end of the day.

The maln bulk of our public performances and engagement fees come during
May, June and July with Fetes and Sunday park concerts. We see many
friends year In year out and it is qulibe usual lor these organlsations Lo
book the Band for the following year even before we have completed the
engagenent. Along with the regular febes we have a aprinkling of
firat-timera with organisations who may be celebrating acme anniversary or
ciher. Deaplte immaculate planning a few manage to get the Band's nama
wrong in bhelr publicity and announcements, These have been a source of .
amudement to members but the memory of the beautifully sodulated volee of
the announcer ak one Annual Flower Show who thanked '"HMr Charlea Church and

his Band' will need some topplngl



fieference Lo the Band's contribution on bahalf of charitles and loeal
organisaticna 13 made in another sectlon of the magazine, but the OQualiky
Fair, Annual Concert and the Carol Concert in the Clvic Hall, Casberley,
are high spota in a busy year which eonaistently =eea the Band fulfilling
sone 25 engagements. Additiomally, our annual carclling programme has not
only been a source of great pleasure to the publle but also provided the
fand with many amusing anecdotes - usually at the expense of our loyal

band of collectors.

In looking at the different types of engagements fulfilled over the yeara,
we could truly qualify for the title af 'Wersatile Brass'. Each year
seema to bring somethlng new and it is very much to the credlt of everyone
that the Band s always prepared bo have a go. Congratulationa and keep
up the good work!
John Roberts
Secretary

R ERR

The Spirit of Banding

Various reascns had meant a long lay-off from banding, bubt the time came
when I felt I neaded to get back to music making. On more than one
poeasfon previously, George Clarke had suggeated If T wanted a "blow™ I
ought to come to Camberley. Remeabering this, I rang Gerry Hughes cne
aummer evening and asked if there was any ppportunity to Join. T am
pleased to say he invited me to come along so, in Auguat 1976, T found

mysell playing Baritona once agaln.

My first impresalon of Lthe band was the general friendiiness; even
accepting the fact that, apart from knowlng George, I had made the
acquaintance of one or two other members, everyone seemed to be more bhan
pleasant. John Warner was the irat to have a chat at the half=-time
break and T scon discovered that he came from Aylesbury; as I had lived
near the capltal of Buckinghamshire, he and I found something elaa in
common a3 well as brass band musle, That Clrst meelng with him has
become a firm and valued friendship, underlining the rather apeclal
relationships that exlat in the band.

It has to be said that my friendship with George sti11l exists, deapite the
fact that I now alt next te him playlng B8 Bass - that's friendship
indeed.

Ray Walke



Just. &: Notw

The door bell sounded - 1t was a January night. I opened the door and
from out of the darkness came a disembodled volee, "I have a baritone
here, Would you like ko try It?" Inte the light of the house stepped Mr

Nughea.

"This Ls how you produce a nobte”, he volunteered, "With the tongue - like
thia - tphww! ™ (Well, that's how 1L sounded!) “Try 1t". It waa an ofler

I eouldn't refuse! A few attempts and out came a terrlbly tortured note!l

Many tortured notes followed in a happy assoclatlon with Camberley Band.
Many happy experlences of learning the many facets of music-making. Many
occaslens of sharing in the Life of the great fraternity, which 1a the

Brasa Band movement.

On the occasion of the band's 25th anniversary, "Congratulationa®™. Long
may you continue to produce that beautiful 'ROUND SOUND"!

Ron Chaloraft
The Price of Banding!

In 1935, when I was 18, I wanted bto play the btrombone. At the time I
couldn't posslbly afford the £5 to buy one. Somecne suggested that, if I
Jolned the Whit Lane Primitive Methodists, they would lend me a trombone.
{Whit Lane 1s a diastrickt of Salford, Manchester)., I explained my
difficulty to the Bandmaster and he asked, "Have you got sixpence a week?"
I had and he loaned me a trombone and a uniferm - If [ had had another

sfixpence a week he would have tried to teach me bto play 1t!

Many years, and many bands, later I came to meet you and Mr Hughes' first
queation to me was, "Have you got a shilling a week?" I expect that he
too would have been glad to have tried to teach me to play 1t, It
delighted me then (and now) that in 34 years the cost of joining a band
had only doubled, There was a bad time whilst I played with you that I
became unemployed and you pleased me no end with the comment, "We don't
take the ahilling a week Crom the unemployed®. And you let me atay with
the band for those difficult times.

Good luck to the Band for the future -

Michael Venner



The Dunkley Duo

We both joined the band through the link Crom school - Linda Sandlield,
then musie teacher at Ravenscote Middle School, was a member of the band
and Rlehard'as musle teachar. Fichard joined the band, followed 2 yeara
later by Lisa, bokh playlng horns., Although we have not been members for
very long, we very much enjoy playing brass instruments, both With bhe

full band and la gquartet and solo contests.

puring the course of the year, Londsn and Home Countles Brass Band
hasgofation runs several competitions. These provide a chance to play
duets as well as solos. As brother and sister, we enter theae duebts.
This involves ‘atudloua' practlice at home - often finishlng in an
argument! However, we really enjoy 1t and have even attalned a lew
successes,

Lisa and Aichard Dunkley

4 Begloner's View (or Disaster om the London Road)

One Friday evenlng In 1975 I rather nervously took my son, Michael, bto the
Britiah Leglon Hall for his introdection to kthe Junior Band. Durlng the
naxt {ew months we attended practice evenings regularly, Michael to play

and I bto listen. I enjoyed liatening and enjoyed the company of the obther

1isteners.

One Friday evenlng, though, all this was bto change., Mr Hughes szpoke to me
during the lnterval. "You can't Just ait and listen all the time. Would
you like to play an Inatrument?" HNow, for a person ab my age;, whose oaly
exparience of a musical educatlen was conflned to 6 years' lessons on the
planoforte some 30 years previcusly, I had to swallow and think hard,
"fea", I aald eventually .... There was no indicatfion at this time of the
disaster that was to come,.

Mr Hughes gave me a Tenor Horn and a Tutor, gawve me a few baslc leascns
and I made a start In the band. Alter several weeka of alkting at Mo 9 on
the Horn bench, I noticed that there was a severe shortage of Trombones,
Taking my courage in both handa, I asked Mr Hughes of the posaibillity of
changing my inatrument for & Trogbone. To my surprize he agreed and



aald Lhat the converslon would be eaasy. I spent several weeks alternabting
between Tenor Horn and Trombone and eventually sat as 2nd Trombone.

The annual Remembrance Day parade duly arrived fin the November and a
choloe had to be made. I had never marched and played an ilnatrument ak
the same tlme, Was It to be the Tenor Horn or the Trombone? Mre Hughes
was consulted., ®Please yourself™, he sald, Clever me decided it would be
the Trombone, I pubt the cards into the lyre and we moved off from the car
park, After only a few yards, I notlced that the lyre was somewhat locse
and was moving from slde bo side. Panle? no - but Worery? yeal What coculd
I do now that we were moving? Press on, I thought, nothing will go wrong.
We moved tnte the London Road in Camberley, lined with great crowds of
people as Lls normal for this occeaszion. Some three minutes later thingsa
gtarted to go wrong., The lyre decided to scmersault and tipped the cards
onto the read - not the firast time that thils had happened ko a bandaman,
but my first time. I then made my blg mistake. I stopped to plek the
music up. Seconds later one Euphonium player, John Roberts, sidestepped
past me saying "whoopa"; the rest of the band passed by atill playing.
Then the panic really set in. On bending down, my hat had fallen off.
Plcking up one's hat and muaie while holding a trombone with no alide lock
ia not easy; this would take scme time. I trled to accomplish this feat
only to Cind that the slide had fallen off the trombone. In the meantime,
the regiment of wmarching army persconel had been brought to a halt behind
ma, I was now on oy hands and knees retrleving my fallen posaessiona and
looking for the nearest manhole to disappear into, There was no manhole
so I gathered up all the debris and walked off to the side to take no
further part in the parade. Head down and in total despair, I slipped
away behind the crowd and made my way to the haven of my car. Those few

apcondd of complete disaster had seemed like a year.

I arrived home thinking I had let the band down 3o badly that I was sure
to get the sack. But no, Cor typleal of the members of this band, I
recelved telephone call after telephone call, all sympathising and having
a good laugh about the whole event.

I shall never forget that day - the day that I '"impressed' sc many pecple.
I have now been banding for nine yeara and in that time have made many
Criends. The education I have recelved, the enjoyment of the experience
and of now belng able to play a little bit has made it all worthwhila,

May the band look forward to the next 2% years with good heart.
Congratulations.

John Warner



Happy Days

I started my banding in Fleet Band when I was about elght years old, and
one of my earlieat memories was that of being dressed up In band uniform
and aent along to glve a donatlan for an extenslon to Fleet Hoapital, The
reciplent was the Duchess of Gloucester and I well remember that even my

headmaster gave me sound advice on what to do, ste.

My grandfather was the bandmaster of Fleet Band and intended me Lo become
a drummer, and, after weeks of practice on a atretched akin, I waa allowed
to play on a drum! T later went onto the cornet and my brother btook over
the drums, Unfortunately, he was paralysed down his right alde from
tnjuries sustalned whilst on active service, 20 he then played a
left-handed basa, which {3 still held by our band in Camberley.

I joined Camberley Band after the Christmas of 1960, playlng cornet, then
flugel and, later, the sopranc cornet, en]oylng many successes over the
years, They have certalnly been happy years and my only regret is that my
work has interfered with my favourite hobby.

I will never forget the first fifteen nights of carclling when ay two
daughters, Penny and Wendy, atarted collecting for us, They were only
fifteen years and eleven yeara old respectively then buk contlinued to
serve the band for many years. I enjoyed my carcl playing but it wasn't
much fun getting up at 4.30am the next morning for the milk round.

My beat memory 13 that of playing with bwo banda at the same conbest in
London = our band and Southend-on-Sea. They won Flrat prize and we were
apcond, 30 you can imagine the amount of atick that I had to pubt up with
from the lads in the coach on the way home.

Happy days!

Cyril Robinson

LI B



Ballet dancimg 13 a far ory Crom the brass band world but it was from such
an unlikely beginning that I came Into the bandrocm at 5t Michael'a,
Yorkbtown, ln May 1966, The link was Jennlfer and her rendering on Lhe
horn of "Silver Threads Amongat The Gold® at a concert in Sandhurst
Methodist Church one evening after ballet clasa. A quick nudge to my mum
- "I'd 1ike to play one of them™ - and, by the end of the interval, Mr and
Mrs Beck had arranged all the detalls.

The musty smell inside the inatrument case on that firabt Friday evening
remalna a vivid memory as does the challenge of producing a clear note.
Mr Hughes came to Sandhurat every Monday after achool to teach me to play.
I remesmber him zaying, "A lot of people atart to play and a lot socon glve
up but T think you'll stick it”.

He waa right. Tt may be because I want ko carry on the banding tradition
in my family, active in both drus and Fife and brasa banda; but I know,
too, that I enjoy belng part of a team which ia happy to make musico
together., PBealdes, ['m sure I've alwaya been deatlned more For marching
up the High Street than plrouetbing acrosa the dance floor!

Many pecple have been Lhrough the band's ranks since I'we been a member,
Times change, ao does the muslec we play; but one thing I hope will never
change - the pleasure we glve and get out of music-making as membera of
the band of which we are a part., Long may it continue and long may we

conkinue to enjoy 1t.

I remember well my Clrat public engagement with the band - an open alr
aervice during Casberley Carnival. It was a proud and happy 1little tenor
horn player who sat alongaide Mr Soane in shoea polished speeially for the
ceeasion!  The oldeat member sat next to the youngest, helping each other
along.

The brass band scene has doubtless changed over the past 25 years,
Influenced by television and inflation as is everything else. But some
things never change and my hope for the next 25 years is that the family
apirit on which this band was buillt will continue to be valued and
promoted aa the stable foundation on which cur future reats.

Libby {E A Godden)



The Lure of Braas

I started my muaslcal interest when T waa ten In 1960. I was at flrat
interested In Lhe clarinet and had ledsons on that for about 3 yearsa. I
enjoyed playing and {t must have been in 1962 that [ moved with my mobher
to Ash Vale from Sutton in Surrey. I had enjoyed at my previcus school
an actlve intereat In musle and was wondering what my new school would
bring forth. It was at this achool that I first met Mr Hughes. Mr
Hughes taught me music and algebra. I must say I was impressed with Lhe
susle bub nat btoo much with Ehe mysteries of khls other subject {no
reflection on the teacher), T hadn't been at this inatitutlon for very
long when I waa asked in a very subtle way If I was Intereated in playing
a brass Lloakrument., 1 was impressed with the nofses that the school band
produced 3o wa3 more than honoured te accept, so off I trundled with a

B flat bass for the schoal holidaya after a quick lesson from Mr Hughes on
the techniques of playing and the fingering of the {irat cetave. That
wa3s It, T rapldly loat Interest in woodwind and fell in love with brasas.
My Cirst contact with the Camberley Band was ab a Quartet contest at
Egham. The achool had entered with aboutb 4 gquartets and there was a
junior entry from Camberley Band. 1 musat say T was very lmpressed with
thelr performance, and they came first. Tt must have been In 1964/5 that
I was asked by Mr Hughea IF I would like to go along ko a rehearsal on
Friday night to the Camberley Band and, of courae, it was an offer not to
be refused, To me, a mere 18 year old, this was quite an experience.

I'm sure Black Dyke Milla wouldn't have scunded any better. 1 was by now
playing Euphonlum at school and at Camberley Band aat alongalde Pauline an
2nd Baritone. T was very glad she kept on polnting out where we were
eapeclally in "Coriolanus® with ita Znd Baritone solo - 2 notea, but wvery
important if you came in at the wrong place. That waa the atart of my
first period with the band. I left about 1357 to Join an Army band but
that didn't work out and shortly afterwards I moved to Bognor with my mum
and atarted a career in electronleoa. At thia poink, desperate for a band
to play in, I joined Porbtsmouth Clty Band and was there for about 2 yeara
and as soon a3 I had learnt to drive wrote to Mr Hughea and asked 1f T
could rejoln the Camberley Band, thiz time on Euphonlum, Mr Hughes was
very nlee and sald it was DK but as there was no spare Instrument he would
have to check with the commitbtes and aee about the purchase of another
one, When that had been sorted out T rejolned az third Euphonium player.
When it came to conteats I was alwaya put onte 13t Baritone which I musk
say T enjoyed as It gave me a part to myselfl, not just a supporting role.



The memorable activity in thls time was playlng quartets. I really

enjoyed this mode as 1t was you in the hot seat and Lhere was no hiding
behind other players. During this period I met Chriatine, my wife, and
of course got her blowlng ASAF and she agon became a dedicated convert,

Since late 1982 I haven't been playing in a band bueb suale still lives on.
1 do play In the church that I go to. Wa have about TO00 members in our
fellowahlp and aome very gifted musicians. 99% of ocur music i3 by ear
and in every key imaginable. I thought that I would never get the hang
of playing without dots but have found that it comes naturally now (I
at1ll bloomer occasionally) buk atill keep up the practice the traditional
way on both Euphonlum and Flugel, that I alsc play. One amusaing peracnal
incident that comes to mind in 1978 was in the Worthing Band, I was late
leaving for a concert in which I was playing a solo and would be standing
up, floodlights and all., It was then that the asolo cornet player pointed
to my shoes, I had got one brown one on and one blua one. The ahow

went on but I have never been sc embarraased!.

Michael Levett

Hemories of Camberley Band

«+aeaThe journey up there!  We used to leave home as scon as Michael gob
home from work., We had sandwiches and a flask of soup in the car on the
way and when we got to Camberley we were usually the Cirst onea therel

«sassCarolling In December. I really enjoyed playing all the Christmas
carols on frosty nights, despite cold fest even with extra scoks - and

wasn't it difficult to play with glovea on!

+ss+sThe trip bto SBucy-en-Brie, eapeclally when we miased the ferry howme
and had to walbk houra in Dieppe for the next boat. 1 well remember the
gun aetting and rislng on the horizon.

sassontest days, The excitement and tenslon riaing as we walted off
stage For our burn to come. The feeling of unity when we wera all
playlng to make one glorious and tuneful sound. There was always a great
ccapetitive feeling among all the bandsmen (and women) on these days which
naver burned sour regardless of the reault.

Chriastine Levett



Hitting the filgh Notea

I am now the soprano player in the band, but it may be news to some that I
did in fast atart on the cornet (and some say I should have atayed on

ikl}.

Mine years ago I first pleked up a brass instrument and, with the watehful
aye of Hr Hughes upon me, I begen to play, As tilme went on and my playing
developed I found that I had one major problem - my range of notes didn't

reach further than 'G', s snméthing had ko be donell

An opportunity arcde when David Auel left the band and the soprano aeat
was eoptied...... mayba this was the answer - to swap Instrument. This is
what I did and found that my 1lip was strengthened and my range inoreased.

To the gqueation of "which inatrument do I [ind the more diffieult?"” T
will answer "the sopranc™. Many would argue thias fack, For every
inatrument 13 diffficult in Its own right; bub if you take nn}e af when
the sopranc ia present in the brass band harmonies you will find that it

ia often featured in a promiment aclo.

The tuning on a sopranc cornet i3 also more delicate than a cornet and so
a lot of concentrated effort 13 needed in order not to be the ONE playing

out of tune.

One disadvantage of playing this inatrument L3 the lack of accompanied
agloa (for solo contesta), T seem to be dolng a lot of transposing whan

the 'solo' aseason comes round each year!)

I have now been playing the soprano for four years, and 1 have served nine
of the twenty-Cive yeara in thls band, all of them interesting; and,
without interest, there 12 no posaibllity of a Band ever 'ecoming together'
= ao here's to the next twenby-Flvel!!l

Michael Warner

# N uAE



.......... from the nevapapersa in the 19703

Apr 1970 The young membera recelved a special word of pralse from the
prasident for their deportment and standard of marching during

the town's carnival and other outdoor eventa.
Feb 1971 saesband carried cut over 20 engagements durlag 1970.

Hay 1975  The golden notes of Camberley's Sllver Band are being heard
farther and Carther afield....... Bath, when the band played at
Lhe Unilversity Folk Dance Sooclety's yearly one-day Ceatlval,

Oet 1975 .... at present as strong as it ever has been.

May 1976 The U8 members of the band conalat of 24 adults and 24
children.

May 1978 At a speclal "blow-1in" in Camberley town centre the band was
atarting off its fund-raising efforts to buy instruments For

the 25 youngsters under 15 in 1ts ranks.

Letter from a local resldent:"....How good 1t was to see ao
many youngsters playlng with the band under such expert
tultlen, and I feel sure many other cltlzens of Camberley will
agree that the [uture of the band L3 safe In thelr hands”,

Jun 1378 The annual "Quallty Falr® organlsed by Cambarley Silver Band
raised just under £2,000 for 21 different organisaticna.

Letter from one of the charlty representatives:™... thank the
band for the bremendous effert they put into everything on thias
day for us all, and also the marvellous musle they supplied
throughout. Long may they continue &3 an excellent band and

long may they continue to orgenise the Quality Fair®,

Apr 1979 «+» band continuea to thrive and now has a membarahip of 30
playera, with a Junlor band of 33 players,

LB B B |



=JIM'LL FIX IT" — And he did!

Editor's Note: In May 1978, a visit was arranged to
Bocsey and Hawkes in Londeon, when band membera had a
rare opportunity to aee brasa Inatrumenta in the making.
Regulatlons prevented the Lnvitatlon belng extended bto

Junlor members, and 30......

1 can even remember the day that I posted the letter for the "dream come
true" programme, "Jim'1l Fix It"! I'd been desperately trying to think of
an unusual wish - the only type the programme seemed Lolerested in = but T
also wanted the idea bto be linked with acmething that I was sincerely
interested in.

Then T rememberad a band btrip to Booaey and Hawkea that T was not allowed
te be lncluded ing It would be a very topleal wiah to have my own speclal
visit, as the band had just bought four brand new basses, Tt waa perfect,

I'd be doing something unusual (how many times had the production of a
bass been televised?}, I'd be allowed to see acmething I had otherwise
mizsed and it would alao mean a bit of & boast with my Criends 1 T eould
get on the T.V.I11

After posting the letter, I spent a whole week running down to every mall
dellvery, but absulu#ely nothing arrived. Just as any other lmpatient 12
year old would react, I declided to Forget the whole fdea and make sure T
didn't let it slip out that I might have given Jacquellne Beck, Robert
Cherry, Julle Deck and myaelf the opportunity to be S-mlnute T.V. astaral

Eventually, a letter did arrive. 1 quickly ripped it open and read the
words, "We are very Interested in your wish, and would like te fnclude it
in one of our programses®™. [ just couldn't believe 1k

This was the beginning for the "Famous Four" and thelr small part of
stardom, vieved by milliona of children, all dylng to be in our positiona.

(80 rfar, Clair Aoberts had arranged for Jim te fix it
Robert Cherry takes up the story of eveats {n 1980/81.....)



The night before the trip was due to bake place, we Were put up In the
Coburg Hetel In London, at Lhe expense of the B.BE.C. At 9 o'clock the
next morning, two kbaxls were walting outside the hotel to take us to the
Boosey and Hawkes factory. On arriving, we had a cup of tea, and then the

filming began.

After a small sequence oubalde, we went inalde and had to play some very
atrange Instruments - old instruments which are not played very much now.
Fillming took time and, at times, Wa3 annoying a3 the same bit was done
over and over agaln., Some of the time we didn't aee what we wanted to see
hesause we had te concentrate on the fllmlng. We saw Just as much moving
from one place to another! but 1t was atlll very interesting. A break was
taken for lunch, lald on by Boosey and Hawkes; not a long break, and soon

we were [(1lming agaln.

Everyone had heard of our vlalt and all were expoacting Jimmy Savile to be
there. They were Lo be disappolnted as he only does the part in the
studle. Filming continued, some parta belng completed quickly, othera
taking longer. A further 1S-minute break was taken before fllming was
completed, We had seen and fllmed all the stages of making a Double Bb
Basa. So the day ended - time to go home and walt until the day for going
to the atudic arrived.

This was to be alx montha later. We had to be there at 2 o'elock so that
we could have a practlee. We were told and we practised exactly what we
would have Lo do in front of the cameras that evenlng, though we did not
ses the badges. We were to be the first on the show and at 6.30pm the
recording began. The title sequence was run and then our (ilm. While
this was on, we walked from the beanbags to sit in front of the cameras.
Our Fllm lasted about ten minutes and then we were 'on'., Our badges were
presented and a ticket to a concert In the Royal Albert Hall was glven to
us as well, Our bit was [lnished.

Those few minutes and 1t was all over, Buk It was certalnly enjoyable and

interesting and a chance we wouldn't have liked ko have mizsed.



It was bound to come - what with mum, dad and Robert in the band, I wa3
bound to follow on. I always asald I would play a brombone but T started
aff on the cornet at 9 yeara old and have continued with it, Tt haa been

great fun.

Onee, durlng the Alderahot Bua Centenary Year (1983} we played on the top
of an open-topped bua, We had rather a Jerky start and some of uas could
hardly play for laughing, especlally when we went under a bridge and the
aounda bocame howlling distortions.

Another happy memory for me was Jimmy Savile's firat visit to the
bandroom, [t wasz lovely. I was one of thoae who volunteared to conduct
the band and they Fooled about bouncing up and down and larking about, I
didn't know 1t was planned and T felt qulke put out.

Then there was that excibing bit of news that T was going to play at my
firat contest. It was at Reading and when we gob there a photegrapher
took a ploture of the band and 1t later appeared in the local newspaper.
Then we aet ocurselves up on stage bto play that lovely plece, "The
Plantagenets®, as our Leat plece. I felt quite nervoua because Lt was my
firat conteat and you can guess what number we were drawn - yea, you're
right, nusber one, At the end, T felt quite pleased and thought T played
quite well,

These are only some of the exclbing moments I've had and enjoyed with the
band.

Ruth Cherry

A Percussionist's Eye View

From a very early age all I wanted to do was to play the druass. Little
did [ know of what Lo expect In the years ahead.

It all began when I heard Mr Haw play the whistle; yes, that Famous
whiatle in the plece "Those Magnificent Men in Thelr Flying Machines®, I
haven't been able to master 1t yet which, I muat polpt ouk, 18 no fault of
my own = the whistle is faolty!  Anyway, after hearing that whistle, all
1 wanted to be waa a percusslonist,



After becoming a member of the senlor band, T began to learn the most
skilled art of all - Stick Dropping. Mow thils 13 not as easy as It seems.
The correct moment must be chosen. Well, you do It like this. A qulet
plece ln the music arrives and then you wnclasp your filngera from around
the atleck 3o that it falls to the ground making a large clatter!

After a while in the band, drumming did not aeem auch a good ldea after
all. Tha famous word which kept appearing on oy musle was "TACET'. Tinme
and time again, Whatever could it mean? The reason was sococn dlacovered.
For many years, percusaion was not allowed in competitlions 3o new pleces
being written did not inoclude a drum part. It is only more recently that

percusalon has been glven more interesting parts to play.

While on the subject of "tacet®, there is a fellow colleague of mine in
the band who has been a ocause of coacern bto me for a very long time. The
trouble i3 that he 13 much older and larger than me and doesn't apprecilate
the implications of the word, implied but not expressed, and on that note
I'1l finish!

Robert Cherry

A Wet Welocome

My firat engagement with the band was Camberley annual Carnival Frocesslon
on a summer weekday evening in 1973. I remeaber 1t very well as we had
the heaviest shower of raln in the vhole of ay banding caresrl

3ince then, playing with the band has been a most enjoyable part of my
1life ... long may it remaln so.
Arthur Wyneas

{The band atruck up with a march bto cheer the spirits of the drenched
participants and onlockera waltlng for the procesalon to begin. By the
end of the evening we had marched ouraelves dry bul our unlforms never
qulte recovered - shrinking in reactlon to the raln!! - Ed.)



Litble did I think!

Litkle did I think, when my uncle presented me with my firat trumpet which
he ploked up in an antigque shop in South Walea, that T would get so much
enjoyment cut of musle. I started playlng about 11 yeara ago Just before
the Roberta clan Invaded Crowbhorne. Without knowing that Dad wsed to
play euphonlum when he was younger, I came home [rom school one day and
announced that I had signed wp for brumpet lessons. Then, when we moved
housa, Wr Hughes took me under his wing and sogn afterwards T Jolpned the
training band. It wasn't long before Dad waa playing again after an 18
year rest and Mum suddenly became what i{a commonly known as a "brasa band
widow", Not to be outdone, Clalr, my sister, came Into the lounge one
evening with my cornet and, to our amazement, played a tune that she had
taught herselfl on a couple of previous secret sessiona., Thia was the
beginning of music in the Roberta household - it was alao the beginning of
wany arguments regarding when, where, how often and for how long to

practise.

It took meore than nagging to open all the doors that lay ahead of me and I
have Mr Hughes to thank lor that. It was he who taught me everythlng and
for that I am very grateful. We are very Fortunate to have one of the

beat teachers arcund.

A3 well as playing with the Charles Church Caamberley Band I have enjoyed
belng a member of the National Youth Brasa Band of GB (NYER) and I would
recommend trying to joln NYBE to any young player - not only because of
the chance of playing difficult music under different conductora bub
becauwse of the opportunity of making new friends in the Brass Band warld.
If you speak to any member, past or present, I am sure that they will all
any the same thing ..... that they are counting the days until the next
HYBE course and that time 13 passing really slowly! When you stark
looking forvard to scmething as much as this, you have reached the atage
when you no longer need to be nagged into practising, so thia i3 when the
real improvements begin in your playing.

Soon alfter my time with NYBB I managed Lo get into the Young Ambassadora
Brass Band of GB (YABB) and that was when the fum and travelling really
began. I am an established meaber of Lhe back row cornets now, usually
on repiano. When T list the bandas in which moat of the members play when
YABE are not on tour it may glve some Indlecatlon of the general standard.



In the last concert the line-up Inoluded Black Dyke M1lls, Dealord Dowly,
Brighouse and Rastrick, GUS, Yerkshire Imps and Charles Churech Camberley
Bandl | The only cateh is that YABS as a band does not practise In
between tours and, on more than one oocaslen, we have had to perform a
concert of unfamiliar musafie on the Cirat day of a tour, at aightll This
happenad on my first ever tour with the band and I can definitely say that
1 have never had such a nerve-racking experience since. The band has
taken me all over Europe including Belgium, Holland and Germany but the
highlight so far was last year's 3 week bour of USA and Canada during
which we performed 19 concerts. There wasn't much I dldn't manage to do
vess-1 Flew over Niagara falls in a helicopter, climbed up the Empira
State Building, walked arcund the White House, went water skiing (the boat
won!) and have never been to ao many parties and had ao little sleep in
such a short apace of time. Aocommodation on these toura usually entalls
palring off with somecne in the band and golrg to stay with a loeal family
for the night. On a tour 1lke USA we got through about 15 families each!
Together with meeting a fair nusber of hoats one gebta to sleep on a large
variety of beds ..... I've now slept on everything from & kingsized
waterbed to a one man caravan In the back garden!!

Although I am away From the area I do enjoy playing with Camberley Band
whenever I am home at the weekends and am always very grateful for an
extra lesson from Mr Hughes.

Alan Roberts
* B R BB

Hizs Lady Played the Bugle

It Lla those apecial incidents which make (or happy memoriea and over a

gquarter of a century there are many.

The problem with the Camberley Band {3 that & friend of mine married one
of them, he went even further, he wed the band and haz spent much of the
time ever aslnce btelling me about 1t Over the yeara I have made a few

nokes which may be of some Iinterest.

Hike married Jenny, who fell Into that happy band of young ladlea who were
once deacribed as 'always large, nlee to look ab and very good dancera’. '
Jennifer, however, is a litkle different because she blows a bugle, the

smallest of the blg Joba with Lhree things you push up and down.



Hiam introduction to bhe band Laok place out ln bhe casters auburba of
London, they called [L quarkets and accordlng bo Mike Lt waa held in a
very large and extremely cold hall and Lhe musle was undescribable.

Several years went by and quartets became a habit. Mike only remembers a
few detafls of his wedding. The raln and all the band socaklng web and
leoking ke drowned rats, He has no recollectlons of the muale Lhey
played but he does remember Johnny with hls large umbrella who kept bhem
both dry and gob in all the pletures. Shortly afterwarda he was glven a
bugle, his deseriptlon. Aotually 4t was a rather asplendid trumpet which

eventually got ahrunk down be cornet alze.

There were two of them, HWlke and another fellow called Ray. They made
the grade on thirty third cornet because you cannot go any lower.  Many
timea they have deacribed bthe bLraumas of golng conteating.  Because
nalther could play the pleces very well the musieal director uaed Lo cut
most of It out with a red pencil only to have acmecne come In llke a
machine gun on the day when all was qulet. On one occasion the thirty
thirds had to play it all, no red pencil this time and the conductor
cannat believe the tricks his ears are playing on him. At this polnt the

proceedings take on a famillar pakttern. We won't have the baases, cub

out the trombones, gradually working round to the corneta. Ray and Mike
laak at each other, "hear 1t comes, us again'. Then comes Lthe worst
insult of all, the bandmaster plcka up the muaie in dlabelief. Heavena

abowe, they have got Lt right; but 1t i3 no good because the alituation
deteriorates even Turther, The band 1a rearranged and they sit In
disgrace in front of the Euphonluma with the baton being waved at their

noges.

Mike never did take to conbesting but there are a few things which he
1ikes, Beat of all, he 3ays, la the marching because the band practlaes
in the woods behind Yorkbown school; all Torty of them. On one occasion
a8 young man called John counter-marched and the two bells of thelr cornets
tried Lo knock each obher's teeth out, Juat about the only tlme he made
the bandmaster laugh.

John was a member of the champlon quartet, never lower than third place
for more than bten years. Southern Countles and London and Home Counties
Champlona im the same year. Unfortunately he forgot to turn up, exit
John and his beautiful sound. It was to take another ten years before
they were champlons agaln.



it was, however, the quartet which prompted the idea that the band should
play for some dances at fath Univeralty. Harvellous muale except for
Swedish Masquerade.

Marching according to Mike 1= always good for a laugh. He =aya Armlstice
Day i3 spectal, Like the day when the officers of the cadet corpa had a
glorlous row. Everyone laughed so the whole band was in a good mood when
they got golng. This particular occasion turned out to be the day of the
brombone. He dropped his muaie, 'twice', then he dlsappeared.

Apparently on the aacond retrleval his hat Cell off and he Fell over, the
trombone came to plecea, It scunda llke a 31iles cartoon but Mike assure3d

me it i3 btrue.

Eventually promotion came along, second cornet first and on to bass., The
tuba 13 a must for marching, always good for a few bob ohucked down the
bell of the inatrument which helps to buy a pint afterwards.

fccaslonally the band meets famous conductors. In Chlcheater the eminent
gentleman having tuned the band turned to the few onlookers for approval.
Seeing all the knltting which was golng on he aignalled to Mike who roared
with laughter. Quick aa a flash he was faclng the band and the ladiesa

were mad, because they had misaed the joke.

The highest planacle of all in the marching band has been glven to Hike.
I have not seen this extraordinary vision but he tella me that he bangs
the big drum, This apparently is even more fun because you can yell at
your mates as you go DY and look at the reflection of yourself in the
windows of the big office blocks.

Over the years, more than twenty, 1 have made notes about Jenny, Mike and
thelr band, Hecently he brought me up-to-date. They all turned up to a
park ecencert, no sudience and no chalrs, all in the wrong park. Banding
{a fun, the mualc 13 good and the people are nice, Aa for eccentric
Mike, T know of no other who can dance on a drum one day and bang 1t in a

carnival the next.

Finally, there are momenta of great satiafaction. From Yorkahire comes a
famoua band, The conducker's baten ls raised for the finale, acmeone
puta a note In and the bandmaster must start again. Mike and his young
aom look at sach other, gleefully.

h Friend



sesmsasmas from the pewspapers in the 19003

Jul 1980 ..., the players found wind for 100 tunes, one after the other
without a break. ALt the end of theilr marathon spongsored blow
they all had tired lips but the band was aver £500 better off.

Nov 1980 .... celebrates (ta 20th anniversary Lhls month ... Over the
last two years, the band has been ralsing funda to purchase new

instrumentsa.

Oot 1982 vees band and cholr performed a concert ln Camberley Clvic Hall
in ald of the Families of the RAeyal Green Jackets band bomb
tragedy ... A cheque for £200 was recelved by Lta H. D. Capt.
Roger Swift .... complimented membera of the Camberley Band on

thelr atandard.

Jun 1983 +es Charles Church's company's sponscnabip of the band, it ia
to be repamed the Charles Church Camberley Band.

Oet 1983 ... concert given by Charlea Church Camberley Band .... a
cheque for E200 was denated to Frimley Park Heoapital lunds.

Ot 1980 ... concert in ald of Guide Dogs for the Blind ralacd £80O0.

HEWS OF FORMER MEMBERS

Over 25 years, the band haa seen many changea of membership and, both in
looking back and In thinking to the future, it ia good to remember those
who have been Involved with ua in cur band at Camberley. Many [ormer
neabera retaln their linka through Family and friends; obhers we have
sadly lost touwch withy but here we remember them all and are eapeclally
happy to Include centributicna from those we have made contack with

racantly.

¥1i Beck: 2nd Cornet,({1961-B2). Vi retired from the band in 1982 and was
elected a Viee Presldent in recognition of yeara of dedleated service.



Ray Bevina: 2nd Cornet, (1965-T4). Ray played with Elleaborough 3ilver
unkil January 1985 but has now atopped playing.

Edna Bird: 2nd Trombone, (1961-69 approx). Edna currently playa 1at

Baritone with Sandhurst Silver Band, Her father, Reginald Bird, was also
a member of Cazxberley and District 3ilver Band (1961-6T approx) and played
1st Baritone. Edna wighea the Charles Church Camberley Band every succeas

for the future.

RBon Chaleoraft: Eb Basa, (1967-79). Hon retired as a regular playing
member hut scmetimes jolns us on Lhe sarch, banging the blg bass drum. (e

remalns a supporter and {8 a Vice President of the band.

Colin Exley: Trombone, (1974-76). Colin settled in Briatol in 1977 and,
after playing and econducting locally, i3 now out of brass bands. He
Joined an orchestra on its formatlion in 1980 and became ita Busineas
Manager. The oroheatra {3 ambitious and already well known In the
South-West and South Wales., Colin writes, "As a trombone player in the
orehestra, T am always very grateful te the Camberley Hand becauss that 1ia
where I learnt ko play the inatrument. The firat 25 years have been both
aventful and successful, T hope thiz continues for the next 25 and the

band goea from strength ko strengbh®.

W.E.H. {Chuck) Gillman: Drummer, {1965-72}. Chuck has not played aince
leaving the band for health reasona, apart from being happy to help ua oub
on several oceasicna, all of which were a great joy and pleasure Lo him.
He and his wife "congratulate the band on reaching ita 25th annlveraary
and alac for the wonderful performances and pleasure 1t has given to the
publie in this and the surrounding districts sinece its formation, under
the leadership of ita aplendid Bandmasater, Mr Hughes".

Tony Head: 3rd/2nd/Replanc and Sole Cornet, {1966-1981). Since hias move
in 1983, Tony has been involwved in training at the Tsle of Wight Sea Cadet
Pand. HHis father, Stan, continues the family involvement by belng our
mace bearer abt carnlval procesalons and the Armlstice Parades.

Harry Hines: 3Ird Ccrnet!Euphnniumeb Baz=, (1964-69). Although atill
living locally, Harry 1s nobt currently active in banding.



Ted Landels: EbHHBﬂ. (1960-1965), Ted now lives in Worthing. Although
he ta not Involved In banding at present, he has attended some of our
recent concerta at the Civie Hall,

Christine and Michael Levett: 2Znd Baritone and Euphonfum {1964 = 1972
with breaks).

Now Living near Arundel, nelther 18 now playlng in a brass band but they
atill enjoy music and now have thelr own family quartet to carry on the
banding tradition, Michael writes, "The Camberley Band 1a the beat band
that I have been in, not because of 1lts exceptlional playing abilitles, buk
because [ always felt part of the team and welcome. Many thanks for the
very happy times at fetes, donkey derbles, conteata, concerts, ete, that I
have enjoyed with you."

Pavid Ludgate: Cornet/Flugel Horn, (1961-1977)}. David 13 no longer
involved in brass banda, In 1980 he took up morris dancing with Pilgrim
Morris from Guildford, during which time he learnt Lo play the melodeon
and accompanied Mayflower Ladlea Morris. He writes, "My muslcal interest
now lles with the melodeon and country dance nusic. However, my brumpet
liea ipn walk, Ln the dust under the bed, For the days when my Jazz
interest returns to the fore". David was elected a Vice Presldent of the
band ln recognltlon of his yeara of service.

Hichael HWoas: 2nd Baritone/Znd Euphonium, (1970-7%). Michael i3 now
playing Solo Euphonlum with Farnborough Brass.

Susan Moss: 3rd Cornet - Znd Principal Cormek, (1970-78). From 1979-81,
while at Cambridge Unlversity, Susan played 3rd/Uth trumpet In the "De
Blah De Blah Jazz Orcheatra". She now plays Sole Corneb [(part-ktime!) with
Farnborough Brass.

Pauline Hobla (néu HMarson): Tenor Horn/2nd Baritone/2nd Cornet,
(1961-69), Pauline has not played recently but her 14 year old daughter,
Dawn, 1s about to take her Grade B on Cornet and plays 1at Cornet for the
Ayleabury Muale Senlor Brass Band.

Gillian Parratt (nfe Beck): Tenor Horn, (1961-70). G111 is no longer
involved in banding, but she writes, "I felkt that the band made a large
contribution to my being akle to =make friends easily and to mix with all
age groups. It was nlee to have a hobby that all the family could enjoy".
0111 sends her beat wishea to the band and all who remember her.









David Postom: Cornel, {(foundatlon - 1961). David Lla no longer playing
but remalns an enthualastie follower of the band and enjoys the occasiona
when he can hear the band play and meet old friends. He aends his
“Congratulations to the Band on 1bs "25th' and best wishes for the future.
I am aure your celebratlons will be an enjoyable success.®

Derek Puralow: HRAeplanc Cormet, (1978-85). A former member of the R.M.A.
Dand, Derek i3 now playing Clarinet/Cornet with the Bagshob Band.

Aodney Spence: 13t Barlbtone, (15973-81). Reodney now plays 2nd Euphonium
with Farnborough Brass, which he jolned in September 15983. He was elected
ko the committee and now serves the band as Public Relationa Offlecer. He
writes, “Likg many brass players, T started playing Iin the Salvation Army,
at 14, and played for about 5 yeara In the Aldershot Corps. Alter
leaving, [ went to Aldershot Drass Ensemble for 6 yeara and, after a
2-year break, jolned Camberley and District Silver Band. T have gained a
lot of experience over the years under Lhe varlous conductora, to whom I

am very grateful, and I now enjoy writing musle for the "Brass Band'.

Brian Thorn: Euphonlum, (foundatlon - approx 1965).  Now living in Horth
Wales, Grlan recently surprised ua all by unexpectedly dropping in to

1isten to a Friday evening rehearsal and renew ocld friendships,

Michael Vemner: Dass Trombone, (1969-78 approx). Hichael has not been
involved with brasa bandas since 1978, His muslieal activity now revolves
around the violln - playing flddle for the local Morrls 51de and chamber
musle In a local string quarket - whieh hasa beccme his rebirement

activity.

Maurice Wilks: Tenor Trombone, (1968-77). Haurice atill livea loecally,
but 1s no longer involved in banding. However, hlas Interest remains and we
often see him at our Civie Hall concerts,

Fhotographs

Overleafl Top: Showing the badge of Camberley and District Silver Band
Bottom: Band Members In 1977

Faclng Top: Ak the "Ple and HMushy Peas" evening, 1578
Bottomt Charlea Church Camberley Band, September 1085



In Harch 1984, membera of the band played at the marciage ceremony of
Jaequaline Winker and Davld Ruel, both playlng members al Camberley Band
when bhey met, Following this very happy ooccaslion, they left to live in
Singapore, where Davld had been working and wan already active In a loecal
band. Since recelving thelr report, we have been glad to welcome them
back *home' and to have them both rejoin our ranka.

The Singapore Experlence

2.30 pm on Sundays at the 5t John Ambulance Brigade H.Q., Beach Read,
Singapore, aaW the weekly gathering of between 6 and 17 (unlortunately all
too often 61) members of the 3t John Ambulance Brigade Band Singapore.

The band had originally been a Brasa and Reed Band and in its prime had
undertaken many public performances as well as a btour of Malaysia. Alas
only one Band had aurvived five other 3t John Bandas in Singapore, and
really It had degenerated to the poalbtlion where Lt met only two or Lhree
timea a year to rehearse for and perform at the Annwal 5t Jehn Ambulance
Day Parade.

My firat engagement with the band was, indeed, the Annual Parade, in
September 1983, after I had been introduced to the band by a Singapore
doctor friend and visited at home by two members of the band eager Lo
resurrect it te its former atatua. The Firat queatlon of course waa
Brasa and Reed or Brass Band? A meeblng was held where bthe majority of

those present were brass players - the questlon was anawered!

Imstrumentsa were nobt at a loss, and the band room adjacent to the hall Iin
which the band rehearszed (approximately as large as the Civie Hall,
Camberley) housed numerous inatruments, albelt many in need of a good
clean! Muslc was a minor problem, im Lhat the library conalated of few
brasa band arrangements, but gradwally more and more pleces were acqulred
thanks to assoclations with both Camberley and Ylewsley Bands. The band
did recelve an annual budget from the 5t John Ambulance Brigade and with

this we were able to buy new music and Instruments as needed.

Jackie and I aalde; all other membera of the band were Singaporean
Chinese. Lucklly they could all apeak English - although more often khan
not what we had sald was relayed to the other members of the band in
Chinese by the band sscretary.



A number of engagements were undertaken 1n addition to the Annuwal Parada
and at tlmes we felt quite at home playlng for an afternoon garden party -
we could have been in England! Chriatmas 1980 saw the band playing at a
church carol concert - quite interesting for us as only the fipat verss of
the firal carcl was sung in Erglish - the reat of the concert in Chineae,

A Chinese Father Christmas and a Chinese rendition of “Jingle Bella™ has
to be both seen and heard! In addition, the band played at the Social

Services Centre and played carola at the Pavillon Intercontinental Hotel,
For these engagements we numbered 12 and produced a well balanced sound,

The technical/thearstical ability of the 5t John Band meémberz was flrat
2lagss and all had obvisusly enjoyed excellent tuition in their schonl
banda, Unfortunately, however, all too often the tonal quality aullered
from what appeared to be an inherent nature Lo bang/play as loud as
possible to drive/blow away any evil apiritas present.

At the September 1983 Annual Parade I had played cornet {n the band but
Wwith the approach of September 1980 came the rapid rise through the ranks
from private to major! - a rank considered by the Chief Commissloner more
befltting the conductor. (Jackie who jolned me in Singapore in March 1984
remalned a private!!)

During our last few montha with the band we did have a number of visitors
from Camberley: HRon and Eay Winter, Alan Beck and Nigel Winter, Bath
Alan and Migel played with ua and in Fact Higel was present for our last
rehearasal with the band which followed a lunchecn hosted by the Chief
Commizsioner (who was also Band prealdent) where we wera presented with
commemorative wedals by bthe Singapore St John Ambulanoe Brigade.

Whilst glad to be home we would hawve liked to have been present at this
¥rar'a fnnual Parade - but we do have happy memorlea of banding in
Singapore and of friendships made,

If not our lives, 5t John did save our zanity, In allewing us to contlnue
enjoylng our banding which provided much needed relaxation as wall aa
‘perhaps just a little plece of home!

Pavid & Jacqueline Ruel
L



With the pasasage of Lime, we have been aaddened by the deaths of four of
our memhers, all dedlicated bandamen committed to the band., This Is a
tribute to them:

Bob Bunton

Bob Bunton started his career Ln banding at 7 years old with the famous
Blackhall Colllery Band and later played with the R.A.M.C. Band
aubaequently leawing For Indla where he was commisaloned. After leaving
the forcea he jolned the Clvil Service and eventually played with Epplng
Foreat Band., From 1968-58 he was a very capable top cornet player of our
band and a short while before his death achieved a 1ife-time ambition when
he became our deputy conducktor. He waa an ocutatanding bandaman who will
alwaya be remembered for his intense love of bandlng and its musiec. His
death was a shock bo uas all and a setback for the bandsmen who had Losk a
dedicated friend.

Bill Soane

Bill Soane spent many years of his 1life in Fleet Band and when 1t was
disbanded he became a member of Sandhurat Band eyeling back and fore to
rehearsals. Later he became a founder member of Camberley Band and
suggeated Lthat I wrote to the Fleet Band btrustees offerlng Lo buy thelr
inatrumenta - a meove which proved Lo be wvery beneficfal for usa.

He wasa a such reapected senlor member of our band with a deep love of
banding and waa greatly mfsased when forced bo retire after having a
stroke. He lived many years after that but mlsaed his banding more than
words could tell; but bhanks to his wonderful supportive wife he was able
to enjoy his second love of which he was an expert - gardening.

Jim Haw

Jim Haw started his susleal career aa a band boy in the Socuth Wales
Borderera and eventually became a Sergeant-Major in the R.A.0.C. During a
period of service In the Middle East he became the welter-weighl boxing
champlon but durlng the war he was captured by the Japanese and becamo a

prisoner of war,



He Jolned uas In 1968 after a lapse of about 20 yeara from a brasa
{nstrument but he soon showed himself to be a very capable and asnsitive
euphonium player. After a setback in hia health 1n later years he became
our very competent percusalonist who was alwaya full of enthuslasm, He
wWas a sensaltive man and very dedlcated to music - his untimely death was a

sad blow to us all.
Ted Beck

Ted Beck will always be remembered for the many yeara of dedicated and
leyal service he gave Lo our band during the time that he was our
agoratary. He came to us in January 1961 with hia wife, ¥1, and three
children = Alan, David and Gillian - and aa they were all "learners®™ 1t
gave me great pleasure te go weekly to their home and give them individual
leasona tqu!ta a marathonl). Ted was given a basa and it L3 to his credit
that he developed a good, deep, rich sound and became a real asset to the
band.

I cannot apeak too highly of his (and his wife's and family's) service to
.the band for, together, we went forvard through some golden years of
banding. It was sad that {llmpeas atruck him on the eve of his retirement
from work but he will always live on in the mesorles of those of us who
were lortunate enough Lo enjoy hia comradeship and support for over twenty

years,
The last few words of his retiring speech tell it alli-
To the Band

"Encugh sald for now, 1 wish the band well
More enthusiasm, more prizea? - one can never telll
I've enjoyed being Hon. Sec. and words cannot measure

The Joy of belng with you = t'was always a pleasure®,

The pleasure, dear Ted, 13 not at an end
For Dob, BI1l and Jim and you, dear friend,
Gave strength to the band that will always 1live an

Winen all lts weaknessea will be long gone.

Gerry Hughea



The Band in the Communily

1 cannot think of a nicer way of enjoying oneselfl than to enthusiastiecally
follow a hobby and ralse much needed funds Cor the leas fortunate at the
same time. This has been the corner stone of the Band's activitles ever
atnes 1t atarted and there will be few, If any, loecal organisations which

can mateh such a record of achlevement and conalstency over 25 years.

There have been 3o many ways then in which Band has contributed to the
work of charities and local organisatlona and to the well-being and
quality of 1ife of the community in general. It 1s much to thelr credit
that Band members have so readily agreed Lo help with concerta, aponaored
walka, town centre collectionz, carolling and acme qulte novel events -

who will Tforget playing to the publican who apent 24 houra up & tree!

Each effort brings something new but the one event which is uppermost is
our contributfon in the annual Quality Fale, Tt haa ralsed thousands of
pounds over the years, Our President's foreslght 15 years ago has set bLhe
acene for ag many others to copy. Organlsationa comblne under one roof to
raise much needed funds and all enjoy themselvea in Lhe procesa. The
event 13 botally organised by the Band who alzo help things Lo go with a
musical awlng throughout the day.

Suacesaaive Mayors and Mayoresses of Surrey Heath have glven every aupport
and we have been fortunate to get the halp of Jimmy Savile - the Prince of
fund-raisers and Jpecial Friend of the Band. The relationship with Jimmy
is cleose and warm and because of this association the Band has become
expert at playlng For Sponscored Walka and other energetlc eventsa, It waa
not always thus and who will forget our flrst effort at Basingatoke
Hospital when he 'conned' band membera into doing a lap of the course with
him - scme have never been the same slnee. OQur contribution for other
hospltals - Frimley Park, Brookwood and Broadmoor - are well known and our
annual Autumn concert in ald of nominated Appeala has become something
apecial,

It 13 often sald that the more you put lnto life the more you get out of
it and 1t 13 poasibly for this reason that our Band has remalned a
'family' throughout ita hlatery. Long may Lt contlnue,

J E Roberts
8w oA



EUROPEAN LINES

hs Camberley and District Silver Band, we were involved In the Town
Twinning ceremonies and celebrations with Camberley's two twin towna =
Sucy=-en=Brie Ln France and Bletighelm in West Germany.

In 1970, 3several members attended the ofFficlal celebratlons at Sucy and,
in April 1979, the band (then Camberley Silver Band)} provided the music

for the ceremony marking 10 years of succesaful partnershlp.

In 1971, our Bandmaster and Treasurer, together with thelr wives,
represented the band at the officlal btown twinning celebrations in
Bietigheim.

The band hoated a vi:iL from musiclans from our Jerman twin town in 1984
and agaln was represented by btwo members at Qurbher celebratlons In
Biletigheln later that year.

The band Lln 1985 is arranging a vialt to Bletigheim at Easter 1986
following the very happy and succesaful exparience of thelr band'as wvilaslt

last year,

Du Jumelage

Tam Friday, 18th September, 1970: Highly polished inatrumenta aparkled in
the bright sunshine, Excitement was In the alr. This was the Day - off
Lo Sucy = Town Twinningll

By coach through Surrey/Sussex countryalde to Newhaven, and bad sallora
were grabeful that the sea was "calm as a mill pond'. ‘'Engines Ahead' for
Dieppe!

Our goach bumped onto French aotl and all weas well, until our driver
suddenly announced, "Thias s my flrst time of driving on the Continemt™.
A sudden rush of volunteers = “We'll look out for oncoming traffic -
don't worryl®

Bub it was the roadway system around the Parla environs that brought
worrled glances. Ib's hia firat tise, We had heard about French drivera,
too. Let [k be known that, having regard te all the elroumatances, our

dreiver deserved a Le Mana acocolade.



21.00 houra: and we were nafely In the Cultural Cenbre at Suey. A
tremendous weloome - this was Le Jumelage - the Partnership. Tired
Lravellers, ldentified by name tags, were introduced to charming hosats and
hosteases, and huatled awWay bhrough the Sucy streeta bto experlence a

weekend of wonderful Crlendshlp and greal hospltaliby.

Jean Flacher, Secrelary-General of Sucy-en-Brie, wrote of ideals of
Jumelage, of EBurope, and of hopes Cor world peace: "In order to make
Europe, it is necessary that Europeana know themaelves and.thele real
Faces ..... this knowledge does nobt yebt exist, To acqulre 1t, ane muat
have lived with cther Eurcpeans, shared thele worriea and pursved the aame
efforta™, 3% houra Ln Sucy preaented opportunities for a beginning.

Saturday: Breakfast - conversation - walking in the garden - sharing life
and experlience. 'Pldgin' English mingled with its French counterpart.
When that falled, pencilled aketches continued the conversation.

11.00 bowra: To the Town Hall For the official ceremonles of Town
Twinning. Hational Anthems were played by Camberley Silver Band and the
Frincipal Muale of the Marlne Troops, Paris, then it was on to the Banquet
Hall for a civic banquet - a memorable feast shared wlth our hosta and

clivie leaders.

15.00 bours: Visit tc Paris - the Eiffel Tower, Cathedral of Notre Dame,
bank=s of the Rilver Seine and more. 'Home' For dinner and then on ko the
'Evening Show'-"Presentatlon of the SILVER ORCHESTRA and bthe OPERATIC af
Camberley and dancing by Janlne Solane Company". (Mo prlzes for namlng
the Silver Orcheatra!)

23.00 hourat Fireworks at the Town Hall Esplanade be end the day of
eelebration. It had been sunshine all the way.

Sunday, 12.00 hours: "Au revolr - Ooodbye" - flowers and flaga. Then
engine trouble at Rouen and we were Loo late for the Cerry, having to walt
t111 midnight. Frantic "phonlngs ko Camberley! bub bime bo ses Dleppa. I
bought some Camembert - seft, rich, Normandy cheese.

The Cerry sailed into the night, T Jolned friends ln the Saloon. T have
a senaltive nose. “Someone has hot feet”, T deduced, tacklfully excused
mysell and returned to the Boak Deck bto take the sea alr.



In best nautieal fashlon, T thrust a hand into blazer pocket. & round
package!?? FHAealisation - vollh - Le Camembert!! and so 'ot. I found a
plastlc bag, alipped the by now very scft rich cheese imto Lt and knotted
the top, tightly. I returned to the Saloon and rejolned the conversation.
“Whare have you been?® There was no escape from my queationer, I gently
explalped about the Camembert, soft and rich. “And I thought, you see™, I
atammered, "that someone had hot feet™. "0h!™ they cried in uniaon, "we
noticed that smell, too, but when you went upstairs 1t quickly
disappeared. We bLhought It was your feeb!!"™ (Collapse of Thln Party!)

The Suey vialt remalna a vivid memory - 1ta ideals still walid, "Vive Le
Jumelage!™ - Long Live the Partnerahip!

Ron Chalecraft
(Publicity Officer, 196B-73)

Visit to Camberley of Bietigheim-Dissingen Accordian Band

In April 1984, the band hosted an enthuafastic viait from the
Bietighelm-Elssingen Musikachule's Aocordlan Band - 30 young German
musicians wisiting England for the first time.

Hembers apent four very happy daya as guests of membera and aupportera of
our band. Bealdes visibting London and Windsor and attending a civie
function hosted by the Mayor of Surrey Heath, the highlight of thelr viaslt
wa3a the Sunday evenling concert which featured both bands on 29th April.
This was followed by a soclal evening on the Monday, which showed the
young Gerpman visitors to be as proficlent on the dance floor as they were
at the accordlan keya!

In every way, lt was an enjoyable and worthwhile venture - one which our

German riends are very keen to reciprocate.

Visit to Peltigheim Easter 1986

We are all looking forward to our band's first visit to Bletighelm during
the Easter weakend 1986. Thisa 13 our firat officlal viait abroad as a
band slnce our hlghly succesaful wislt bto Sucy-en-Brie in 1970.



We will be leaving Camberley on Thuraday, 27th March [n the evenlng to
cateh the overnlght Ferry to Calala, The Journsy will continue bthrough
Pelglum and into Germany arriving at Bietighelm late Friday afternoon.
Our return Journey will depart from Bietighelm early Tuesday morning and
we will arrlve back In Camberley in bthe early hours of Wednesaday morning,
2nd April.

The progreamme of events 1a at1ll to ba finalised but will include concerta
by the band.

J Cherry

COrganiser

Not Without Support

We cannot celebrate 25 years of succesaful banding without menticning
those members of our familiea and frienda who have glven aupport, both
financial and practical, over the yeara. Fund-ralsing, through Jumble
Salea, Bazaars and Fetes, sales of plants and Christmas gooda, and obher
ingenlouz methoda, 12 a very neceasary laceb of owr acbtivities as a band
and we owe a debt of gratlitude prebably bo more people bthan we are aware
of = wives, huabands, parents, children, wider relations, friends - who
have always been willing bto give a supportinog hand, be {t house-to-house
collecting during the Chriatmas Carol playlng season, manning stalls,
gelling tickeks at concerts and the Qualiky Falr, ete, eta., The
contribution they make to the band fa invaluable and here we record our
thanka to them all.

The band's Vice-Presidenta have been among 1ks leadlng aupporters:

Mrs Maracn Mra Chipp

Mrs Saith Mr Ludgate

Mr Hye Mra Warner

Mra Hughes Mr & Mro Winter
Mr Bush Mra Beck

Hr Carsichacl Mr &k Hra Chaloralft
Mra Cox Mr Dunkley

Mr3s Roberts



Band Officers - 1585-86

Frealdent: I H Marson

Bandmaster: & Hughesa

haaistant Bandmaster: D Ruel

Secretary: J R Roberts

Treasurer: G Clarke

Librarian: N Winter

Equipment Officer: H Warner

Publicity Officer: E Godden

Committes Membera: J Cherry (founder member)
F Poston (founder member)
B Walte
J Warner

Only the position of Hon. Fund Ralser remalns vacant! Applicanta are
warmly invited]

& %R E B

The band's 25th anniversary celebratlons begin in November 1985 - Uth
November, 1960 being the date on which the firat practice of the band waa
held.

Thia magazine haa been a celebration of the band through those changing
yeara and an appreclation of ita lounder, Mr Gerallt Hughes, who has led
it to thia day.

At the time of golng toe presa, we will already have made preaentations of
allver salvera to Mr Hughea and the other three founder members still
playing with the band - Frank Poston, George Clarke and Jennifer Cherry -
at our concert in ald of Frimlay Park Hospltal on 13th Ootober.

An anniversary supper continuea the celebrations on 23rd November and
further events are planned for 1986, the highlight being the fortheoming
trip to Bletighelm at Easter.



During the last 25 years some of our biggest changes I[ncluded the change
to low-plbtched Lpatruments; a change in the band'a tone colour due Lo
bilgger-bore instruments; the introduction of percusalon into conteskting
which eacalated lnto widescale vigorous musie {neorporating a large
variety of percuasive inatruments; the new entertalnment conkeats and the
aupportive, much valued sponscrahlp by Charles Church Developments
Limited,

What of the next 25 yeara? There will probably be further progreassive
improvements In the manufacturing of instruments; perhaps more outlandish
uniforms to mateh the everyday scene; more frequent overaesas engagements
due to faster and improved tranaport arrangements, and the entertalnment
contest with its emphasis on lighter music ousting the traditlional
"aet-plece™ conteata and posalbly eliminating some of our more cultbured

muale.,

What was the most important factor of the last 25 years and will atill he
the moat important Factor in the year 2010 ADY  The anawer ia obvious -
having contented band membera bent on ensuring the highesat atandards in
all thelr efforks, for it Is the only Inheritance that will ensure a rich
and lasting future in the world of music making.

Thank you all owver the yeara For your efforts, We Face the fubture
together with hope and enthualazm.

(ol Wasplas

Garallt Hughes
Bandsaster









